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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 5-16-05 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. • 

3. Claims 61-63, 66-68, 70, 72, 75 and 76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Baxter (5,209,131). 

As per claim 61 , Baxter (figure 19) discloses "a support base". Baxter 
(Abstract, figures 19, 20, col. 24 lines 12-48, col. 28 lines 60-66) discloses "a turntable 
coupled to the support base and configured to rotate... .measurements of the three- 
dimensional geometry of the object". Baxter (figures 19, 20, col. 24 lines 32-60, col. 26 
lines 52-57, col. 28 lines 62-66) discloses "a sensor coupled to the support base, the 
sensor configured to measure an angular rotation of the turntable... .to determine the 
three-dimensional geometry of the object based on the measurement and the angular 
rotation". 
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As per claim 62, Baxter (figures 19, 20) discloses the feature of this claim. 
As per claim 63, Baxter (Abstract, figures 19, 20) discloses the feature of 

this claim. 

As per claim 66, Baxter (see at least figure 19) discloses the feature of this 

claim. 

As per claim 67, Baxter (figure 19, col. 2 lines 34-45) discloses the feature 

of this claim. 

As per claim 68, Baxter (figures 19, 20, col. 10 lines 19-29, col. 24 lines 
23-39) discloses the feature of this claim. 

As per claim 70, Baxter (figure 19, col. 1 1 lines 2-4) discloses the feature 

of this claim. 

As per claim 72, Baxter (Abstract, figures 19, 20, col. 3 lines 4-9, 17-20) 
discloses "an apparatus including at least one sensor configured to detect 
information. ..three-dimensional geometry... provide the information to a processor". 
Baxter (figure 19) discloses the rotary table with a base. Baxter (Abstract, figures 19, 
20, col. 24 lines 12-48, col. 28 lines 60-66) discloses "a turntable coupled to the base 
and being configured to rotate about an axis... subsequent detections of the information 
associated with the three-dimensional geometry of the object". Baxter (figures 19, 20, 
col. 24 lines 32-60, col. 26 lines 52-57, col. 28 lines 62-66) discloses "a turntable sensor 
coupled to the base, the turntable sensor configured to measure a rotation of the 
turntable... a determination of the three-dimensional geometry being based on the 
turntable data". 
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As per claim 75, Baxter (Abstract, figures 19, 20) discloses the feature of 

this claim. 

As per claim 76, Baxter (figure 19, col. 2 lines 34-45) discloses the feature 

of this claim. 

4. Claims 69, 74 and 77 are allowed. 

Claims 64, 65, 71 , 73 and 78 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 5-16-05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive with respect to the claims that remain rejected above. With respect to the 
arguments concerning claim 61, the Examiner first respectfully notes that claim 61 
states "...the turntable and the object configured to rotate about the axis one of during 
making a measurement of the three-dimensional geometry of the object and between 
making measurements from a plurality of measurements of the three-dimensional 
geometry of the object". As this clearly states "one of the prior art reference, Baxter 
therefore only needs to meet one of these two choices which follows the "one of. On 
page 14 of the reply, the Applicant argues "...clearly stylus tip 56 is not and cannot be 
used to determine a three-dimensional geometry of an object while the turntable is 
being rotated" however in the instance where we have the second choice i.e. "between 
making measurements from a plurality of measurements of the three-dimensional 
geometry of the object" then the turntable and the object are configured to rotate about 
the axis between between making measurements from a plurality of measurements of 
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the three-dimensional geometry of the object and thus the three-dimensional 
measurements being used in determining the three-dimensional geometry of the object 
are being taken in fact when the turntable is not being rotated and thus "...clearly stylus 
tip 56 is not and cannot be used to determine a three-dimensional geometry of an object 
while the turntable is being rotated" is an unclaimed merit or distinction in the instance 
described above. On page 14 of the reply the Applicant argues "Baxter does not teach a 
processor configured to determine the three-dimensional geometry of the objected 
based on the measurement and the angular rotation" and referring to Figure 20 and col. 
24 lines 49-52 to explain why. However, as shown in the prior Office action in the 
rejection of claim 61 , it was not just figure 20 and col. 49-52 that was applied to this 
feature but also figure 19, col. 24 lines 32-48, 53-60, col. 26 lines 52-57 and col. 28 
lines 62-66 of Baxter and these sections were not addressed here. With respect to claim 

62, the Applicant argues on page 15 "However, neither Figure 19 nor Figure 20 in 
Baxter describe making a measurement of the three-dimensional geometry of the 
object". However, this was not the feature of dependent claim 62 but rather claim 62 
stated "The device of claim 61 , wherein the turntable further includes interface 
electronics configured to provide the sensor data associated with the angular rotation to 
the processor." Similarly, on page 16 of the reply, with respect to claim 66, the Applicant 
argues "However, Figure 19 in Baxter does not describe "making a measurement of the 
three-dimensional geometry of the object" as claimed in Claim 66." However, this was 
not the feature of dependent claim 66 but rather claim 66 stated "The device of claim 

63, wherein the support base is coupled to a base of the probe such that a position and 
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an orientation of the turntable is fixed relative to the probe". This same type of situation 

also occurs in the arguments with respect to dependent claims 67, 68 and 76. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Hal D. Wachsman whose telephone number is 571-272- 

2225. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:00 A.M. to 4:30 

P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc Hoff can be reached on 571-272-2216. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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